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STANDARD ALPHARELS FOR HIGHWAY SIGNS

1961 REPRINL

These Standard Alphabets for Highway Signs were designed by the U, S. Bureau of
Public Roads at the request of the Joint Committee on Uniform Tratffic Control
Devices, approved by that committee, and first published in 19,5. The
"rounded" style was created to replace an earlier more angular design, for
better legibility and a more pleasing appearance.

Most highway departments and sign manufacturers will find it desirable to make
up a set of templates of light material to simplify the laying out of sigus.
The letterg and numerals may be reproduced in any required size by.following
the table of dimensions carried on each sheet of the drawings (or by adjusting
dimensions proportionally for sizes not shown), or by a photographic enlarge-
ment or reduction of drawings of any size. It is not recommended, however,
that photographic enlargements be made from the small printed drawings, which
will be found to vary slightly in dimensional accuracy.

To facilitate the laying out of different sizes of letters and numerals, the
detailed dimensions are shown only in a letter code referring to the tabulation
at the bottom of each sheet. Tangents, major arcs, and certain indicated
control points are laid down first, followed by the connecting arcs of shorter
radius. Two circumstances must be noted:

1. Under certain conditions the radii of connecting arcs cannot
be given precisely. In these cases there is only one possi-
ble arc that can fit accurately to all controlling points.
The dimension given on the drawing is a close approximation,
but the draftsman may have to make a slight adjustment to
achieve a perfect fit. This applies especially to the large
letters, since the dimensions on the tables were generally
derived from measurements on smaller drawings.

2. For similar reasons, it is not practical to show the exact
centers of all arcs., Centers are invariably indicated for
the controlling arcs. For others the draftsman must set
his compasses and find the center by experiment.

The stroke-width of the letters and numerals is uniform throughout any size and
series of alphabet, except where otherwise definitely indicated.

All characters having an arc at top or bottom are extended slightly above or
below the line of the other letters. UThis is in accord with accepted practice

for rounded letters. o,

If the design of any particular letter or numeral in a given size is incompatible

with any manufacturing process, necessary modifications may be made within °
reasonable limits., For example, tre height or length of a horizontal member
ay have to be adjusted slightly to permit a satisfactory arrangement of
re; or buttons, or to provide necessary clearance for embossing dies.
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