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STANDARD ALPHABETS,'FOR HIGHWAY SIGNS

These Standard Alphabets for Highway Signs have been designed
by the U. .S. Public Roads Administration at the request of the
Joint Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, and have been
approved by that committee and its constituent agencies, the
American Association of State Highway Officials, the Institute of
_Traffic Engineers, and the National Conference on Street and High-
way Safety. They are ‘intended to replace the old "Joint Board"
alphabets published nearly 20 years ago when highway signs were
first standardized on a national basis. The new *rounded® style
has a more pleasing appearance than the old, and extensive tests
have shown it to be consistently more legible.

It is not expected that the new letters and numerals will at

once displace the old.: Existing highway signs, it is assumed, will

not ordinarily be scrapped until the end of their normal 1life,

'though there may be desirable exceptions as, for example, where

two signs are mounted so closely adjacent that a contrast in letter
style would be objectionable.

In individual widths, tho'new letters and numerals closely
approximate the old, s0 -that they are easily interchangeable with
the old in standard sign designs.,

Most highway departments and sign manufacturers will find it
desirable to make up a set of templates of fiber or light metal to
simplify the laying out of 51gns. The letters and numerals may be
reproduced in any desired sizeby following the table of dimensions
carried on each sheet of the~drawings (or by adjusting dimensions
proportionally for sizes not: shown), or by a photographic enlarge-
ment or reduction of drawings of any size. It is not recommended,
however, that photographic enlargements be made from the small
Brin‘bed drawings, which will be found tovary slightly in dimensional
accuracy.

Although the new letters and numerals are not quite as simply
designed as the more mechanical, rectangular characters of the old
Joint Board standards, they are not difficult to reproduce on the
drawing board. To facilitate the laying out of different slzes, -
the detailed dimensions are shown only in a letter code referring
to the tabulation at the bottom of each sheet. Tangents, major

.. arcs, and certain indicated control points are laid down first, . . .
followed by the connectine arcsof shorter radius. ~Two circumstances

‘must be noted: I e e
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1.. Under certain conditions the radii of connecting arcs
cannot be given precisely., In these cases there 1s only one
possible arc that can fit accurately to all controlling points.
The dimension given on the drawling is a.close approximation, but
the draftsman may have to make a slight adjustment to achleve a
perfect fit. This applies especially to the large letters, since

the dimensions in the tables were generally derived from measurements
" on smaller drawings. '

2., For similsr reasons, it is not practical to show the exact
centers of all arcs. Centers are invariably indicated for the
controlling arcs., For others the draftsman must set his compasses
and find the center by experiment.

The stroke-width of the letters and numerals is uniform
throughout any size and series of alphabet, except where otherwise
definitely indicated.

- All characters having an arc at top or bottom are extended
slightly above or below the line of the other letters. This is in

accord with accepted practice for rounded letters.

" If the design of any parficular le?ﬁér or numeral in a given

size 1s incompatible with any manufaecturing process, necessary

modifications may be made within reasonable limits. For example,
the height or length of a horizontgl member may have to be adjusted
slightly to pernit a satisfactory arrangement of reflector buttons,

or to, provxde ‘necessary clearance for embossing dies.
j
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