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MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
INTRODUCTION

Traffic control devices are all signs, signals, markings, and devices
placed on, over, or adjacent to a street or highway by authority of a
public body or official having jurisdietion to regulate, warn, or guide
traffie.

The need for high uniform standards was recognized long ago. The
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
published a manual for rural highways in 1927 and the National Confer-
ence on Street and Highway Safety published a manual for urban
streets in 1929, But the necessity for unification of the standards appli-
cable to different classes of road and street systems was obvious. To
meet this need, a joint committee of the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials and the National Conference on
Street and Highway Safety developed, and published in 1935, the origi-
nal edition of this Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. That
eommittes, though changed from time to time in organization and per-
gonnel, has been in continuous existenece and has been responsible for
periodic revisions of the Manual, including this 1978 edition. In 1972, the
Committee’s name was formally changed to the National Advisory
Committes (NAC) on Uniform Traffie Control Deviees.

In the preparation of this Manual, the National Advisory Committee
has utilized its Executive Committee and its Technieal Subcommittees
and draws on the talents of persons in addition to its formal membership
in the conduct of its work. All National Advisory Committee members
and members of its subcommittees serve on a voluntary basis giving
freely of their time in the Manual deliberations, both in technical sub-
committee work in their home areas and at the formal meetings held
each year.

Staff for the National Advisory Committee is provided by the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, Department of Transportation. Corre-
spondence should be addressed to the Executive Director, National Ad-
visory Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Federal
Highway Administration, Washington, D.C. 20590,



1978 Edition
Approved Revisions

This Edition of the Manual incorporates all revisions which have been
approved through official rulings issued by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministrator. Most of these rulings have been previously published and
widely distributed in addenda to the 1971 Manual (“MUTCD Official
Rulings on Requests,” Volumes I-VIII).

Symbols and Additions

This edition of the Manual continues the trend set in the previous
editions toward broader use of symbols as alternatives to word mes-
sages. Also, several additions have been made to the Manual as a result
of reorganization of material and the necessity for expanded treatment
of some topics. These additions are traffic controls for railroad grade
erossings (Part VIID and bieyele facilities (Part [X).

I'mplementation

It ig expected that basic uniformity will be obtained in the visible
features and functioning of traffic control deviees on all highways in
accordance with this Manual. Implementation of standards contained in
this Manual on all highways open to public travel will be governed by
Federal directive.



