
yellow baclcground on the bottoin of the guide sign, a black down 
arrow of standard cliineilsions shall be placecl between the words 
E X I T  and ONLY. 

Suppleinental guicle signs with a white legend and border on a 
brow11 baclcgro~~nd inay be usecl rvllen a parlc or recreational area is 
being signecl as a significant destination for users of the Interstate 
ancl other freeway systems. The same color coinbination call be used 
for advance guide and exit direction signs for an iilterclzailge where 
the crossroad leads exclusively to a parlc or recreational area. 

Where the crossroad is a n~uilibered route or leads to other desti- 
nations, the advance guide ancl exit direction signs shall retain the 
white on green color con~bii~atioi~. All gro~uld-nzounted gore signs 
sllall remain with a white legencl on a green baclcground. The back- 
ground color of interchange exit nuilzber pailels shall match the 
color of the guide sign proper. 

2F-39 Signing on Freeway Approaches 
Freeway signing stanclards inay lza~re to be extendecl to the ap- 

proacll roads for soine of the inajor interchanges. Frontage roads 
need not be signecl to freeway staizclarcls, but otherwise should be 
consistent wit11 requireinents for roadways of their particular class. 

G. SIGNING FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 

26-1 Civil Defense Emergencies 
Advance planizing of local action i11 response to warning of ail 

attaclc is the responsibility of State ancl local autllorities. The 
Federal Government \vill provide guidance to the States as necessi- 
tated by changing circunistances. Civil clefense signing is a tool of 
coiztingency planning. It is not possible to be sure in aclvance that 
any hazardous coilditioizs will, or mill not. occur a t  any given place. 
First eniplzasis must be given to planning the use of the best shelter 
available a t  any time. The fallout shelter is the core of civil defense. 

Mass evacuatioa is not a fruitful planning contiizgency by itself. 
Evacuatioa plaizniag without shelter 111 anniag is self -clef eating. 
Signing for preattaclc evacuation to clistant shelters inay be thought 
clesirable as ail alternative for soine communities. Contingency 
planning for lsostattaclc evacuation is clesirable for all cominunities. 
Plans have been developecl for the coiltrol of higllway traffic under 
emergency conditions such as could result froin accideiltal disaster 
or eizeiny attack. Particularly these plans are coilcerilecl with 110s- 
sibilities of nuclear warfare. 

I n  tlze event of disaster there will be a closing of higlz~vays that 
cannot be used, a controllecl operation of certain clesigilatecl higlz- 



ways, tlze establishing of reg~~lation posts for the expediting of es- 
sential traffic, and the provision of emergency centers for civilian 
aid. 

To' guide and control highway traffic in an emergency, special 
lzigl~way signs will be needed. The sigms here specified have been 
approved and are here prescribed as standard for use when and 
where applicable in the civil defense program. 

These emergency signs mill not perinaizeiztly displace any of the 
standard sig-ns that are normally applicable, ancl as conditions per- 
mit they slzoulcl be replaced or auginentecl by standard signs. 

The na t~~ re ,  scope and operation of emergency higllway traffic 
regnlatioiz in time of einergeizcy brought about by an enemy nuclear 
attack are cliscussed in "A G~~icle for Highway Traffic Regulation in 
an Emergency" available froin U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Federal Higlzwny Administration, ~Vashii~g-ton, D.C., 20591. 

26-2 Design of Civil Defense Signs 

For econoiny in stockpilii~g and in emergency fabrication all the 
special civil defense signs, with the exception of the Evacuation 
R o ~ ~ t e  Marlrer, are clesignecl for a single size of plate measuring 
24 by 30 inches, and have a black legend and border on a white back- 
ground. The backgro~mcl should be reflectorized. 

; I n  an emergency these signs may be needed in large n~uinbers and 
are for essentially teinporary use. Consideration slzoulcl accordingly 
be given to their fabrication froin any light and ecoizoinical material 
that can serve throng11 the enzergeizcy period. 

Any of these signs inay be accoinpaniecl by a standard triailgular 
marker for marlring areas coiztaminatecl by biological and chemical 
warfare agents aizcl radioactive fallout. 

Signs such as '<I11 Case of Eizeiny Attack this Highway Will be 
Closed" or <'Civil Defense Highway" or "Emergeilcy Route for 
Civil Defense" shall not be used. 

2G-3 Evacuation Route Marker (CD-1) 

The Evac~~ation Route Marker slzall be circular, having a mini- 
mum outside cliameter of 18 inches, carrying a directioilal arrow 
and the legend EVACUATION ROTJTE. The standard Civil De- 
fense Symbol, CD inscribed in a triangle \vitlziiz a ring, slzall appear 
near the bottom of the sign, ~vitll a clianieter of 3% inches. The 
legend, arrow, synlbol, and border shall be in ~vhite on a blue baclr- 
grotulcl. At least the arrow and borcler shall be reflectorizecl. The 
arrow designs shall include a straight vertical arrow pointing up- 
warcl, a straight horizontal arrow pointing to left or right, and a 



bent arrow pointing to left or right for advance ~varniiig of a t~urn. 
The arrow inay be a separate unit attached to the face of the sign. I 

The marker fonnat niay also be usecl on a a~nreflecto~izecl, white, 9 
square plate. 

The Evac~~ation Route Marker, with the appropriate arrow, shall 
be erected 150 to 300 feet in advance of, and at, any turn in ail ap- 
proved evacuation route, and elsewhere for straight-ahead confirina- 
tion where needed. I n  urban areas it shall be ino~ulted at the right 
of the roadway, not less than 7 feet above the top of the curb, and 
at  least 1 foot back froin the face of the curb. I n  rum1 areas it shall 
be not less than 5 feet above the crown of the roadway and 6 to 10 
feet to the right of the roadway edge. 

Evacuation Route Markers shall not be placed where they will 
conflict with normal signs. Where conflict in placeinent mould occur 
between the Evacuation Route Marker and a standard regxlatory 
sign, the latter shall take precedence. I n  case of conflict with a 
standard inforinational sign the civil defense sign inay take prece- 
dence. 

Placement of Evac~~ation Route Ahrkers should be inade under 
the supervision of the officials having jurisdiction over the placeinent 
of normal traffic signs, bnt coordination wit11 Civil Defense authori- 
ties and agreement between contignons political entities will be neces- 
sary to assure continuity of routes. 

26-4 Area Closed Sign (CD-2) 

The AREA CLOSED sign shall be used to close a roadway enter- 
ing an area froin wl~icli all traffic is excludecl because of dangerous 
radiological or biological coi~tamination. It shall be erected on the 
shoulder as near as practicable to the right-hand edge of the road- 
way, or preferably on a portable mounting or barricade partly or 
wholly i11 the roadway. For best visibility, particularly at niglit, 
its height should not izoi.ilzally exceecl 4 feet fro111 the paveinent to 

1 EVAC UAT l ON 
ROUTE 

CD-I 
18" diameter (blue) 

. AREA 
CLOSED 



the bottonl of tlze sign. Unless adequate advance ~varning signs are 
used, it should not be so placed as to create a coinplete ancl unavoid- 
able bloclrade. Where feasible, the sign should be located at an 

) intersection that provides a cletoor route. 

26-5 Traffic Regulation Post Sign (CD-3) 

The STOP-TRAFFIC REGULATION POST sign shall be used 
to designate a point where an official post has been set up to impose 
such controls as are necessary to liinit congestion, expedite enier- 
gency traffic, exclude ~ulautho~.ized vehicles, or protect the public. 
It shall be erected in the saine manner as the Area Closecl sign (sec. 
2 G 4 )  at the point where traffic nlust stop to be clzeclced. 

The standard R-1 STOP sign shall be used for this mandatory 
stop restriction. The suppleine~~tal panel TRAFFIC REGULA- 
TION POST should be inoulltecl clirectly below the STOP sign and 
shall consist of a black legend on a reflectorized ~vhite background. 

26-6 Emergency Speed Sign (CD-4) 

TRAFFIC 
REGULATION 

p-pppp 

MAINTAIN 
TOP 
SAFE 

SPEED 
1 

The R4AINTAIN TOP SAFE SPEED sign inay be used on high- 
ways where rscliological containination is sucll as to liinit the per- 
missible exposure time for occupaats of vellicles passing through 
the area. Since ally speecl zoning -\vould be inlpractical uncler such 
enlergency conditions, no ininiinunl speecl lilnit can be prescribed by 
the sign in n~unerical terms. TVhere traffic is supervisecl by a traffic 
regulatioiz post, official instructioi~s ~vill usually be given verbally, 
and tlze sign mill serve as an occasional reinincler of the urgent need 
for all reasoilable speecl. 



The sign s l ~ o ~ ~ l d  be erectecl at randoin intervals as needed, in the 
same manner as otlzer staizdarcl speecl signs. I n  rural areas it shall 
be mounted on the riglzt-hand side of the road with its lower edge 
not less than 5 feet above the cro~vn of the roadway, 6 to 10 feet I 
from tlze roadway edge. I11 urban areas tlze heiglzt shall be izot less 
than 7 feet, and the nearest edge of the sign shall be not less than 
1 foot back froizz tlze face of the curb. Where an existing Speed 
Limit sign is in a suitable location, tlze Top Safe Speed sign inay 
conveniently be ino~lntecl directly over tlze face of the older sign, 
which it supersedes. 

26-7 Road Use Permit Sign (CD-5) 

The ROAD USE PERMIT REQUIRED FOR THRU TRAF- 
F IC  sign is to be usecl at an intersection, at the entrance to a route 
on which a traffic regulation post is located. Its intent is to notify 
drivers of tlze presence of the post so that those 1v11o do izot have 
priority pennits issued by designated autlzorities can detour on 
another route, or turn baclr, witlzout izialcing a needless trip and 
without adding to the screening load at  tlze post. Local traffic, ~vitlz- 
out permits, may proceecl as far as the regulation post. The sign 
shall be erected in a manner similar to that of the Emergency Speed 
Sign (sec. 2G-6). 

DECONTAMINATION 

- - -- 

2G-8 Emergency Aid Centers Sign (CD-6) 

I n  the event of emergency, State aiicl local anthorities ~vill estab- 
lish various centers for civilian relief, coizzin~izicatioiz, ineclical 
service, ancl similar pnrposes. To guicle the public to such centers 
a series of clirectional signs mill be needecl. These signs slzall carry 
tlze clesignation of the center ancl an arrow inclicatiizg the clirection 
to the center. They sllall be erectecl as needecl, at iiztersections ancl 
else~vliere, on the right-hand sicle of the roadway, at a lzeiglzt in 
urban areas of at least 7 feet, and izot less than 1 foot baclr froni 



the face of the curb, ailcl in rural areas a t  a heigllt of 5 feet, 6 to 10 
feet froin the roaclv-ay edge. 

These signs sllall carry one of the fol1011-ing legeacls, as appro- 
) priate, or others desig~~ating similar emergeilcy facilities : 

DECONTABIINATION CENTER 
R.EGISTRATION CENTER 

WELFARE CENTER 
MEDICAL CENTER. 

26-9 Fallout Shelter Directional Sign (CD-7) 
The Fallont Shelter directioilal sigx shall be used to direct the 

pu~blic to selected fallout shelters that have been liceilsecl ailcl ilzarlrecl 
for eillergency use. They inay be erectecl oil all highways, except 
those on the Interstate system, \1711e11 i t  has been cleterilziilecl that a 
need exists for such signs upoil completion of an approvecl com- 
ill~~ility shelter plaililiilg stucly. 

These guide signs inay be nsecl to direct people to fallout shelters 
in rural areas ancl the eilriroils of a i~letropolitan area where sllelters 
hare a larger capacity than is requirecl to accoillilloclate the local 
iilhabitailts of the surro~ulcling area. The signs illay be used to 
icleiltify cliffereilt routes to a shelter to provicle for rapicl illoveilleilt 
of large n ~ m b e r s  of persons, but as s general rnle sho~~lcl not be 
~ostecl inore t l ~ a a  five iniles froin the shelter. 

) The fallout shelter directioilal s i p  should be usecl sparingly ancl 
only in conj~ulctioa with approrecl plans of State and local civil 
clefeilse clirectors. The erection of these signs shall coilfori~l to es- 
talslished higl~may signing staaclarcls. TVhere nsecl, the signs s l~al l  
not be erectecl in coillpetitioil with other necessary higl1117ay guide 
and regulatory signs. 

The fallout shelter directioilal sign is a horizoiltal rectangle, 30 
by 24 incl~es, containing the iclentifying "public fallout shelter" 
eillbleili in the upper left part of the sign. The colors of the eillblein 
are yell0111 triangles iilscribecl in a blacli circle placecl on a yellow 
square. The ~r-orcls "FALLOUT SHELTER"-the clirectioizal ar- 
row, the clistailce to shelter (TI-hich call be oillittecl~~.hea appropriate), 
ancl the borcler are i11 black agaiast a ~ v l ~ i t e  backgro~~ncl. 






