
Tlle practice, in some localities, of placing the Railroad Crossbuck 
sign on a pedestal or tul island in the center of an ~ildivided road- 
way is strongly clisapprovecl. A Railroacl Advance Warning sign 
(sec. 2C-31) sl~ould be used in adrance of the Railroad Crossbuck. 

R15-1 
48" x 9" 

(drilled for 90-degree mounting) 

2B-43 Other Regulatory Signs 
Regulatory signs other tllan those classified and specifiecl in this 

Rlanual may be required to aid the enforceinent of other laws or 
regulations. 

Typical miscellaneous regulatory signs are IZEEP OFF WET 
PAINT, NO DUMPING ALLOWED, DO NOT THROW LIT- 
TER, NO FISHING FRO11 BRIDGE, anti EMERGENCY AND 
AUTHORIZED VEHICLES ONLY, the uses of mhicl~ are suf- 
ficiently obvious to require no cletailecl specifications. Care should 
be taken to avoid the use of special signs whenever a sts~ndard sign 
mill serve the purpose. 

C. WARNING SIGNS 

2C-1 Application of Warning Signs 
Warning signs are used ml~en it is deemed necessary to warn 

traffic of existing or potentially hazarclous collditiolzs on or adjacent 
to a higllway or street. JTTari~ing signs require caution on the part 
of tlle motorist and lnay call for reduction of speed or a maneuver 
in t l ~ e  interest of his on711 safety and that of other inotorists and 
pedestrians. Adequate ~ ~ a r n i a g s  are of great assistance to the ve- 
hicle operator and are valunble in safe-g~~arding and expediting 
traffic. The use of ~ ~ ~ a r a i n g  signs sl~oulcl be lceept to a minimuin 
however, because the unnecessary use of tl~em to warn of conditions 
which are apparent tends to breed clisrespect for all signs. 



Even on the niost inoclern expresslr-ays there niay be some condi- 
tions to 117hich the clriver call be alerted by n~eans of warning signs. 
These conditioiis are in varying clegrees colilinoil to all highways, 

I 

ancl existing standards for wanling signs are generally applicable I 

to express~vays. 
Typicd locations ancl hazarcls that nlay warrant the use of warn- 

ing signs are : 
1. Changes i11 horizontal aligiiiilent 
2. Intersections 
3. Advance warning of control clevices 
4. Converging traffic lanes 
5. Narrow roadways 
6. Changes in highway design 
7. Grades 
8. Roadway surface conditions 
9. Railroacl crossings 

10. Entrances and crossings 
11. Rliscellaneous 
The Advisory Speecl plate (sec. 2C-36), used only to supplenlent 

one of the other stanclai-cl warning signs, is in a special category as 
to clesign and application. 

Special warning signs at l~igl~xvay constrnction and maintenance 
sites are dealt with in Part VI. 

The cletermination of the sign or signs to be erected shall be on 
the basis of an engineering study using the following sections as 
guidelines. 

Warning signs specified herein cover ilzost conditions that are 
likely to be met. If other warnings are needed, the signs shall be 
of standarcl shape and color for warning signs, and the legends shall 
be brief and easily understood. 

2C-2 Design of Warning Signs 

All warning signs in this Part, wit11 the following exceptions, shall 
be diamoncl-shaped (square with one cliagonal vertical) with blaclr 
legend ancl borcler on a yellow baclrground. 

Large Arrow Sign-horizoi~tal rectangle ~vitll black symbol and 
borcler on yellow background. 

Traffic Signal Ahead Sign-a red, yellow, green and black signal 
head symbol on a yellow diamoad. 

Railroacl Advance JVanling Sig-n-rotulcl wit11 blaclr legencl on 
yellow baclrground. 

Advisory Speed plate-square -wit,h black legend on n yellow 
background. 

No Passing Zone Sign-pennant shaped with black legend on 
yellow baclcground. 



Certain other exceptioils are periliittecl if the inessage and locatioil 
of the s i p  can justify the variance. This provisioil slla11 not be 
coilstruecl as perinitting either a general use of rectangular warning 
signs or cleviations from the stanclarcl messages where standard 
inessages are applicable. 

All mariling signs having significance during tlze hours of dark- 
ness shall have a fully reflectorizecl backgrouilcl or be ill~~iniaated. 

The staizclard size for each ~variling s i p  prescribecl herein is 
shown with the illustratioa accoilipaayiizg the specification. TVhere 
conditioils of speed, volume, or special hazard require greater visi- 
bility or emphasis, larger signs slzonld be used, wit11 symbol or legend 
eillargecl approximately in proporti011 to outside dimeasions. 

To carry proper en~phasis aillong large signs for other purposes, 
all ~variling signs on expressways should be not less tllail 48 inches 
by 48 inches. 

To permit the use of standard dies ailcl templates the outside 
diinensioils of warning signs shoulcl orcliilarily be in multiples of 6 
inches. Letter heights sllonlcl be rounded to the nearest integral 
inch that will best fit tlze plate used for legibility and appearance. 

2C-3 Placement of Warning Signs 
Warning signs shall be erected in accorclailce wit11 the general 

requirements for sign positioil (secs. 2A-21 to 29). 
Since warning signs are priinarilg for the protectioil of the driver 

who is ~ulacqt~ainted wit11 the road, it is very important that care be 
given to their locations. I n  rural areas, warning signs should 
nolmally be placed about '750 feet in aclvailce of the hazard or con- 
ditions. On high-speecl roads, aild particularly on freeways, ad- 
vance wariling distailces inay have to be as great as 1,500 feet or 
more. Where speeds are relatively lo~v in urban areas, the advance 
distance sl~ould be only about 250 feet. 

The actual advance warning clistailce will be deterinined by two 
factors, tlze prevailing speecl and the prevailing condition. These 
bear respectively on the time available to the driver to comprellend 
and react to the inessage, and the time needed by lziin to perform 
any necessary ilianeuver. 

The effectiveiless of the placeinent of ally wanling sign should be 
tested periodically under both day and night conditions. 

Figure 2-5 shows typical installatioi~s of standard warning signs. 
The placeniei~t of temporary ~varniag signs used at  highway con- 
struction and iliaintenance sites is coverecl i11 Part  V I  of this Mmual. 

2C-4 Turn Sign (Wl-1) 
Tlze Turn sign (Wl-1R or 1L) is iilteildecl for use where engi- 

neering investigntioizs of roadway, geometric, aacl operating coizdi- 
J tions ~ 1 1 0 ~ ~  the recommended speed oil a t ~ ~ r i l  to be 30 AIPH or less, 



C 
and this recommended speecl is e q ~ ~ a l  to or less than the speed limit 
established by law or by regulation for that section of lziglzway. 
Where a Turn sigm is warranted, a Large Arrow sign (sec. 2C-9) 
may be used on the o~~ts ide  of the turn. Additional protection may 1 
be provided by use of the Advisory Speed plate (sec. 2C-36). 

2C-5 Curve Sign (Wl-2) 
The Curve sign (W1-2R or 2L) is intended for use where engi- 

neering investigations of roadway, geoinetdc, a i d  operating condi- 
tions show the recommended speecl on the curve to be in the range 
between 30 and 60 miles per hour and equal to or less than the speed 
limit established by law or by regulat.ion for that sectioil of highway. 
Additional protection may be provided by use of the Advisory , 
Speed plate (sec. 2C-36). 

2C-6 Reverse Turn Sign (Wl-3) 
The Reverse Turn sign is intended for use to marl: two turns or a 

curve and a t ~ ~ r i i  in opposite directions as defined in the warrants 
or Turn and Curve signs (secs. 2 C 4  and 5) that are separated by 
a tangent of less tlian 600 feet. If the first t ~ ~ r i z  is to the right, a 
Right Reverse Turn sign (TV1-3R) shall be used and if the first turn 
is to the left, a Left Reverse Turn sign (TV1-3L) sl~all be used. 

For additional protection the Advisory Speed plate (sec. 2C-36) 
may be used. 



2C-7 Reverse Curve Sign (W1-4) 

The Reverse Curve sign is intended for use to mark two curves in 

) opposite directions, as defined in the warrants for curve signs (sec. 
2C-5) that are separated by a tangent of less than 600 feet. I f  the 
first curve is to the right, s Right Reverse Curve sign (W14R) shall 
be used, and if the first curve is to the left, a Left Reverse Curve 
sign (W14L)  shall be nsed. 

For additional protection the Advisory Speed plate (sec. 2C-36) 
may be used. 

2C-8 Winding Road Sign (Wl-5) 
The Winding Road sign is intended for use where there is a series 

of turns or curves, as defined in the warrants for Turn and Curve 
signs (secs. 2 C 4  and 5),  separated by tangent clistances of less than 
600 feet. If the first t ~ ~ r n  or curve is to the right, a Right Winding 
Road sign (Wl-5R) shall be used, and if the first curve or turn is 
to the left, a Left Winding Road sign (W1-5L) shall be used. 

I f  the Winding Road sign is used it shall be erected in advance 
of the first curve. 

Additional warning may be provided by the installation of road 
delineation markers (sec. 3 D 4 )  and by use of the Advisory Speed 

) plate (sec. 2C-36). Where there are fewer than fire curves in suc- 
cession, one or more Reverse Turn or Reverse Curve signs should 
be used in lie11 of the Winding Road sign (Wl-5). 

2C-9 Large Arrow Sign (Wl-6, W1-7) 

The Large Arrow sign shall be a horizontal rectangle with a 
standard size of 48 inches by 24 inches, having a large arrow (TV1-6) 
or a double head arrow ((Wl-7'). It shall have a yellow bacbground 
with symbol in black for nornlal application. 



A Large Arrow sign is intended to be used to give notice of a 
sharp clzange of alig~iiizent in the directioiz of travel. It caiziiot be 
justified where there is no cllaage in tlle clirection of travel (ends 
of medians, center piers, etc.) . 

The Large Arrow sign shall be erected on tlie outside of a curve 
or on the far side of an intersection, in line with, and at  right angles 
to, approaching traffic. 

To be effective the Large Arl-ow siez sllould be visible for at  least 
500 feet ancl trial runs by day aiicl izigllt inay be desirable to deter- 
mine final positioning. 

2C-10 Cross Road Sign (W.2-1) 
I 

The Cross Road sign is iiitencled for use on a through highway to 1 
indicate tlie presence of an obscurecl crossroad iatersection. It is 
not ordinarily usecl where J~~nc t ion  signs (secs. 2D-14, 2D-29) or 
other warning signs are present. 

The relative iinportance of tlle intersecting roads inay be shown 
by different widtlzs of line in tlze diagram. 

The diagram% for a crossroad iiltersectioil wit11 a slight offset should 
indicate that tlze sicle roads are not opposite eacli other. If tlie cross- 
road occurs in tlze vicinity of a curve the syinbol may be nzodified 
appropriately. 



2C-11 Side Road Sign (W2-2, W2-3) 

The Side Road sign, showing a side-road symbol, either left or 
right, and at an angle of either 90 or 45 degrees, is intended for use 
in advance of a side-road intersection according to the same mar- 
rants as set forth for the Cross Road sign (sec. 2C-10). 

The relative importance of the intersecting roads may be shown 
by different widths of line in the diagram. I f  the side road occurs 
in the vicinity of a curve the symbol may be modified appropriately. 

2C-12 T Symbol Sign (W2-4) 

The T symbol sign is intended for use to warn traffic approaching 
a T-intersection on the road that forms the sten1 of the T, i.e., where 
traffic must make a turn either to the right or to the left. The sign 
should not generally be used on an approach where traffic is required 
to stop before entering the intersection, nor at a T-intersection that 
is channelized by traffic islands, nor where Junctioil signs or Ad- 
vance Turn Arroms are present. 

The relative importance of the intersecting roads may be shown 
by different widths of line in the diagram. 



It may be desirable to place a double-headed Large Arrow sign t 

at the head of the T, directly in line with approaching traffic (sec. 
2C-9). 

2C-13 Y Symbol Sign (W2-5) 

The Y symbol sign is intended for use to warn traffic approaching 
a Y-intersection on the road that forms the stem of the Y. The 
sign should not generally be used at a Y-intersection that is chan- 
nelized by traffic islands, nor where Junction signs or Advanced 
Turn Arrows are present. 

The relative importance of the intersecting roads may be shown 
by different widths of line in the diagram. 

It may be desirable to erect a double-headed Large Arrow sign 
(sec. 2C-9) at  the fork of the Y directly in line with approaching 
traffic. 

2C-14 Stop Ahead Sign (W3-1) 

A STOP AHEAD sign is intended for use upon approaching a 
STOP sign that is not visible for snfficient distance to permit the 
driver to bring his vehicle to a stop at the STOP sign. Obstruc- 
t i on (~ )  causing the limited visibility may be permanent or inter- 
mittent. 

The STOP AHEAD sign shall be a minimum of 30 inches by 
30 inches in size. 

In  some cases, i t  may be used for emphasis where there is poor 
observance of the STOP sign. 

2C-15 Yield Ahead Sign (W3-2) 

A YIELD AHEAD sign is intended for use upon approaching a I 

YIELD sign that is not visible for snfficient distance to permit the 0 i i 
2c-12 70 



driver to bring his vehicle to a stop at  the YIELD sign. Obstmc- 
tion(s) causing the limited visibility inay be permanent or inter- 

( ) mittent. 

. The YIELD AHEAD sign shall be a minimum of 30 inches by 
30 inches in size. 

2C-16 Signal Ahead Sign (W3-3) 

A Signal Ahead sign is intended for use in advance of any sig- 
nalized location where physical conditions prevent drivers from 
having a continuous view of at least two signal indications for 
distances specified in section 4R-12. The word message SIGNAL 
AHEAD (W3-3a) inay be used as an alternate. 

'SIGNAI . AHEAt 

2C-17 Merge Sign (W4-1) 

A Merge sign is intended for use to war11 motorists that merging 
inoveinents inay be encountered in advance of a point where two (2) 
roadways converge and no turning conflict occurs. 

The sign should be erected on the side of the major roadway on 
which merging traffic will be encountered and in such a position as 
not to obstruct the driver's view of vehicles on the entering roadway. 
Ordinarily the motorists on the minor or rainp roadway are aware 
that they may have to merge with other traffic, b ~ ~ t  an additional 
sign may be placed on the entering roadway as a reminder. 'Where 
two roadways of approxiiiiately equal iinportaizce converge, a sign 
sl~onld be placed on each roadway. 

The Rferge sign should not be used in place of a Pavement Width 
Transition sign where lines of traffic inoving on a single roadway 



must merge due to a reduction in t,l~e actual or usable pavement 
width (sec. 2C-18). 

W4-1 
30" x 30" 
24"x 18" 

2C-18 Pavement Width Transition Signs (W4-2) (W9-1) (W9-2) 
A Pavement Width Transition sign (W4-2) is intended for use 

if advance notice is needed to warn of the reduction in the n~unber 
of lanes of pavement, as from three lanes to two lanes, or from four 

1 
lanes to two lanes. It is not justified in advance of the end of an 
acceleration lane. It may be used throogh maintenance or construe- (:I 
tion sites (sec. 6B-22). 

On one-way roadways where the width of the median island will 
permit, two such signs can be placed facing approaching traffic, one 
on the right side and the other on the median island. 

The LANE ENDS MERGE LEFT (RIGHT) sign (W9-2) is 
intended for use as a supplement to the Pavement Width Transition 
sign (W4-2). 

The RIGHT (LEFT) LANE ENDS sign (W9-1) is intended 
for use in advance of the Pavement TVidth Transition sign (TV4-2) 
or the LANE ENDS MERGE LEFT (RIGHT) sign (W9-2) if 
it is used. 



2C-19 Road Narrows Sign (W5-1) 

A ROAD NARROWS sign is intended for use in advance of a 
) transition on two-lane roads where the paveinent width is reduced 

abruptly to a width such tlzat two cars cannot pass safely without 
reducing speed. Additional protection izzay be provided by the use 
of reflector markers (sec. 3 D 4 ) .  

2C-20 Narrow Bridge Sign (W5-2) 

A NARROW BRIDGE sign is intended for use in advance of a 
bridge having a clear two-way roadway wiclth of 16 to 18 feet, in- 
clusive, or any bridge having a, roadway clearance less than the 
width of the approach paveizzeizt. Additional protection may be 
provided by the use of reflector markers (sec. 3 D 4 ) .  

2C-21 One Lane Bridge Sign (W5-3) 

A ONE LANE BRIDGE sign is intended for use on two-way 
roadways in advance of bridges : 

1. Having a clear roadway widtlz of less than 16 feet 
2. Having a clear roadway ~vidtlz of less than 18 feet when com- 

mercial vehicles constit~~te a high proportion of the traffic 
3. When the alignilzent is poor on the approach to a structure 

having a clear roadway ~vidtlz of 18 feet or less. 
Additional protection inay be provided by the use of reflector 

markers (sec. 3 D 4 ) .  

2C-22 Divided Highway (Road) Sign (W6-1) 

A Divided Highway sign is intended for use on the approaches 
to a section of highway (not an intersection or junction) where the 
opposing flows of traffic are separated by 'n physical barrier. The 
word message DIVIDED HIGHWAY (ROAD) inay be used as an 
alternate (TV6-la). 



2C-23 Divided Highway (Road) Ends Sign (W6-2) 

A Divided Highway (Road) Ends sign is intended for use at the 
end of a section of physically divided high~vay (not an intersection 
or junction) as a warning of two-way traffic ahead. The Two-way 
Traffic sign (sec. 2C-24) can be used to give additional warning and 
notice just in advance of the transition to the two-way section. The 
word message DIVIDED HIGHWAY (ROAD) ENDS may be 
used as an alternate (W6-2a). 

2C-24 Two-Way Traffic Sign (W6-3) 

A Two-Way Traffic sign is illtended for use to give warning of a 
transition froin a separatecl one-way roadway to a two-way roadway. 
This sign may be used as required at  intervals to perioclically remind L' 

i 
L 
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drivers that they are oil a two-way roadway except in no-passing 
zones. The word niessage TWO WAY TRAFFIC (W6-3a) may 

€ P 
be used as an alternate legend. 

'VU WAY 

I 
RAFFlr 

WAY 
a TRAFFIC k 

2C-25 Hill Sign (W7-1, W7-2) 

The Hill sign (W7-1) is intended for use in advance of a down- 
grade where the length, percent of grade, horizontal curvature, or 

( combination thereof, requires special precautions on the part of 
drivers. The word message HILL (TV7-la) inay be used as an 
alternate legend. 

Where conditions niay require a descent of tlie grade in inter- 

0 mediate or low gear, tlie oversize Hill sign, 48 inches by 48 inches 

75 20-25 



in size, with a secondary message on a supplemental plate USE 
SECOND GEAR (W7-2), USE LOW GEAR (TV7-2a), TRUCICS 
USE LOWER GEAR (W7-2b), or similar warning, may be used. 

0 

USE LOW ( 
GEAR I 

TRUCKS 
USE LOWER 

GEAR 

2C-26 Bump Sign (W8-1) 
A BUMP sign is intended for use to give warning of a sharp rise 

in the profile of the road that is sufficiently abrupt to create a haz- 
ardous condition, to cause considerable discomfort to passengers, to 
cause a shifting of the cargo, or to deflect a vehicle from its true 
course at the normal driving speeds for the road. 

It may be desirable at soine locations to supplement the BUMP 
sign with an Advisory Speed plate (see. 2C-36). 

2C-27 Dip Sign (W8-2) 
A D I P  sign is intended for use to give warning of a depression 

in the profile of the road that is sufficiently abrupt to create a haz- 
ardous condition to cause considerable disco~nfort to passengers, to 
cause a shifting of the cargo, or to deflect a vehicle froin its true 
course at the normal driving speeds for the road. 

It may be desirable at soine locations to supplement the D I P  sign 
with an Advisory Speed plate (sec. 2C-36). 

The DIP  sign shall not be used at  a short stretell of depressed 
alignment that may momentarily hide a vehicle. Such a condition 
should be treated as a no-passing zone (secs. 3B-3 to 5) .  

D I P  (PAVEMEN- 
, ENDS A 



2C-28 Pavement Ends Sign (W8-3) 
A PAVEMENT ENDS sign is intended for use to warn where a 

pavement surface changes from a hard-snrfaced pavement to a low- 
/ ) type surface or earth road. 

2C-29 Soft Shoulder Sign (W8-4) 
The SORT SHOULDER sign is intended for use to warn of a 

shoulder condition that presents a hazard to vehicles that may get 
off the pavement. 

One sign shall be placed near the beginning of the soft-shoulder 
condition, and other signs shall be placed at  intervals throughout 
the length of the road where the condition exists. 

j 2C-30 Slippery When Wet Sign (W8-5) 
The Slippery TVlzen Wet sign is intended for use to warn of a 

condition where the highway surface is extraordinarily slippery 
when wet. 

It should be located in advance of the beginning of the slippery 
section and at appropriate intervals on long sections of such pave- 
ment. 

SLIPPERY I 
WHEN W 

W10-1 
36" Diameter 



2C-31 Railroad Advance Warning Sign (W10-1) 

A Railroad Advance Warning sign shall be used in advance of 
every railroad crossing, except at a minor spur or siding which is 
infrequently used and which is gt~arded by train crews; or in the 
business districts of large cities where the crossings are fully pro- I 

I 
tected; or where the physical coGditions are such that even a par- 
tially effective display of the sign is impossible. f 

On a divided highway it may be desirable to erect a supplemental 1 
sign on the left shoulder of the roadway. I n  residence or business f 

districts, where low speeds are prevalent, the sign may be placed a 
minimuin distance of 100 feet from the crossing. If there is a street I 

intersection within 100 feet an additional sign or s i p s  may be placed 
to warn traffic approaching the crossing from each intersected street. 

Railroad Advance Warning signs are usually off the railroad 
right-of-way and are properly the responsibility of the public au- 
thorities. The application of Railroad Crossbuck signs on the rail- 
road right-of-way is described in section 2B42. 

2C-32 Bicycle Crossing Sign (W11-1) 

The Bicycle Crossing sign is intended for use in advance of a 
point where ail officially designated bicycle trail crosses a roadway. 

I BIKE 
XING 

2C-33 Other Crossing Signs (W11 Series) 

Other crossing syinbol signs inny be justified to warn of unex- 
pected hazard or velzicular traffic. If the unexpectecl hazard or 
hazards are seasonal or temporary, the signs should be removed if 
and when the hazardous conditions are terminated or cease to exist. 



I n  many instances it may be desirable to define the crossing by 
pavement inarlcings (sec. 3B-15). 

t -1 

LA 
PED 
XlNG 1 

CATTL 
XlNG 

2C-34 Double Arrow Sign (W12-1) 

FARM I 
MACHINERY 

The Do~~ble  Arrow sign showing two arrows pointing domilward 
to right ancl left is inteiidecl for use at  loading and refuge islands, 
traffic islands with curbs ancl other obstructions in the roadway, 
where traffic is periliitted to pass on either sicle of the island or ob- 
struction. It shall have a standarcl, and minimum, size of 24 inclies 
by 24 inches. 

The sign sliould iiorinally be inountecl at a lieiglit of 7 feet from 
tlie paveineat to the bottoln of the sign. On an island, it sliould be 
mounted at tlie approach end or as close thereto as practicable. It 



should be mounted on the face of, or just in front of a pier or other 
large obstrnctioa, in ~vllicll case stripe markings 011 the obstruction 
(sec. 3C-2) should be discontinued to leave a 3-inch space around 
the outside of the sign. 

Where traffic must keep to the right of the islalld or other obstruc- 

3 
tion, the Keep Right regulatory sign (sec. 2B-24) sliould be used. 

2C-35 Low Clearance Sign (W12-2) 

The Low Clearance sign is illteilcled for use to \vara inotorists of 
clearai~ces less thaa the n~axiin~uin vehicle height perinitted plus 12 
inches. I t  may be erected on or ia aclvailce of tlle structure. If a 
sign is placed on the structure, it may be a rectang~llar shape with 
the legend (12) PT (6) IN. 

The actual clearance is ilorinally shown on tlle sign to the nearest 
inch not exceeding the act~lal clearaace. However, in areas that 
experieilce chaages i11 teinperatnre causing frost action, an allow- 
ance, not exceeding 3 inches, for this coilditioil is recommended. 



TVhere the clearance is less than the le@l limit, a sign to that 
effect should be placed at  the nearest intersecting roacl or wide point 
in the road at ~ v l ~ i c l ~  a vehicle can detour or turn aarouad. 

I11 the case of an arch or other structure uncler \17hich the clearance 
varies greatly, two or illore signs shonld be usecl as necessary on the 
structure itself, to give ii~fo~niation as to the clearance over the 
entire roadway. 

Clearances shonld be checked periodically, particularly in areas 
where resurfacing opel-atioas have taken place. 

2C-36 Advisory Speed Plate (W13-1) 

The advisory speed plate is intended for use to snppleinent warn- 
ing signs. The standard size of the Advisory Speed plate shall be 
18 incl~es x 18 inches. Advisory Speed plates used wit11 36 inch. and 
larger ~ ~ a r i l i n g  signs shall be 24 iaclles x 24 inches. 

The plate shall carry the inessage (35) IIPH in blaclc on a yellow 
background except for construction ancl nlaintenailce signs (sec. 
6B-34). The speed showa shall be a multiple of 5 miles per 
hour. The plate nlay be nseci i11 coaj~u~ctioi~ with any standard 
yellow \~ariling sign to indicate the niaxinl~ili recommended speed 
around a curve or tllrongll a Izazarclous location. It shall not be 
used in conj~ulction wit11 any sign other than a warning sign, nor 
shall it be used alone. TVheil used, i t  sl1,zll be mo~ulted 011 the same 
assembly -\Tit11 the standarc1 warning sign, ilornlally below it (fig. 
2-1). 

Except in emergencies, or at construction or nlaintenailce sites, 
where the situation calliag for an advisory speed is temporary, an 
Advisory Speed plate, shall not be erected tultil the recoinillended 
speed has been cleteriliined by acceptecl traffic engineering procedures. 
Because cl~anges in snrface characteristics, sight distance, etc., may 
alter the recoininended speed, each locatioil should be periodically 
checked and tlie speed plate correcteci if necessary. 



2C-37 Advisory Exit Speed Signs (W13-2, W13-3) 

The Exit Speed or Rainp Speed signs are intended for use where 
engineering investigations of roadway, geometric or operating con- 
ditions sl~ow the necessity of advising drivers of the inaximum 
recommended speed on a ramp. 

Where additional advisory speecl indication is needed on the ramp 
well beyond the gore, a standarcl warning sign wit11 an Advisory 
Speed plate (W13-1) is to be used. 

E X I T  

M.P.H. 

2C-38 Dead End Signs (W14-1, W14-2) 

The DEAD END sign (W14-1) and NO OUTLET sign (W14-2) 
are intended for use to warn of a street or road which has no outlet 
and which terminates in a dead end or cul-cle-sac. The sign shall 
be posted a sufficient advance clistance to perinit the vehicle operator 
to avoid the dead end by turning off, if possible, at  the nearest 
intersecting street. 

Y 

OUTLET 
\ 



2C-39 No Passing Zone Sign (W14-3) 
The NO PASSING ZONE sign inay be used on a two-lane road 

$ to warn of the beginning of a no-passing zone identified by conven- 
tional pavement markings. \\Then used it sllall be erected on the 
left side of tlze roadway at the beginning of the no-passing zone 
and may suppleineat the DO NOT PASS sign (sec. 2B-20). 

2C-40 Other Warning Signs 
Warning signs other than those specified above may be required 

under special conditions. Special expressway design features may 
warrant the use of warning signs to meet unusual conditions. Warn- 
ing signs should conforill wit11 the general specifications for shape, 
color, and placement of warning signs (sec. 2C-3). 

The applications of such signs are sufficiently apparent as to re- 
quire no detailed specifications. 

Special warning signs for highway construction and niaintenance 
sites are to be found in Part V I  of this Manual. 

D. GUIDE SIGNS-CONVENTIONAL ROADS 

2D-1 Scope of Conventional Road Guide Sign Standards 
Specifications for Conventional Road Gnide Signs prescribed 

herein shall apply to any road or street other than an expressway 
or freeway. 

2D-2 Application 
Guide signs are essential to guide the niotorist along streets and 

highways, to inforin hi111 of intersecting routes, to direct him to 




