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MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFlC CONTROL DEVICES 

INTRODUCTION 
Traffic control devices are all signs, signals, markings, aiid devices 

placed 011 or adjacent to a street or higll\vay by authority of a public 
body or official having juriscliction to regulate, warn, or glide traffic. 

The need for high ~u i i f om stanclarcls was recognized loilg ago. 
The American Associatioil of State Highway Officials (AASHO) 
p~lblished a manual for rural higl~~vays in 1927 and the Natioiial 
Conference on Street ancl Highway Safety publislled a llianual for 
~ r b a n  streets in 1929. But the necessity for uilificatioii of the stand- 
ards applicable to different road ancl street systems ~7as  obvious. TO 
meet this need, a joint committee of the An1ericscii Association of 
State Highway Officials ancl the National Conference on Street and 
Highxvay Safety developecl, ancl p~~blishecl in 1935, the original 
edition of this Manual on Uniforilz Traffic Control Devices. That 
coilimittee, t l ~ o ~ ~ g l i  cl~angecl from time to time in organizatioii and C' personnel, has been in contii~uoos~eaistei~ce and has been responsible 
for perioclic revisions of the &lanual, inclncling this 1970 edition. 

Tlie current 11arent organizations of the National Joint Cornniittee 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices are: Anlerican Association of 
State Highway Officials, 341 National Press Building, TTTasliington, 
D.C. 20004; Institute of Traffic Engiiieers, 2029 I< Street, N.TV., 
TVashingtoii, D.C. 20006; National Committee on Uniforn Traffic 
Lams ancl Ordinances, 525 School Street, S.TV., TVashington, D.C. 
20024; National Association of Counties, 1001 Conilecticut Aveil~~e, 
N.TV., T4Tasliiiigton, D.C. 20036; and the National League of Cities, 
1612 I< Street, N.TV., TVasllingtoa, D.C. 20006. 

I n  the preparation of this &!anual, the Natioaal Joint Coinlnittee 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices has utilized its Executive Coni- 
inittee ancl the Technical S~~bcoinniittees for Research, Interpreta- 
tions, Signs, Marlciags, Signals, Islnads, Colors, Traffic Controls for 
School Areas, Traffic Controls for Street ancl High~vay Construction 
and &Iaintenance Operations, slid for Publicatioiis and Ecliting. 

The Natiollal Joint Coinrnittee 011 Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
drams on the talents of persons in adclition to its foriiial meinbersliip 
in the conduct of its work. All of the inenlbers on the Natioiial 
Joint Committee and members of its cornrnittees serve on a voluntary 



basis, giving freely of their time in the Manual deliberations, both 
in technical committee worlr in their home areas and at  the two 
meetings held each year. 

Staff for the National Joint Committee on Uniform Traffic Control 1 
Devices, a Secretary and Staff Executive, is provided by the Federal 
Highway Administration, Department of Transportation. Corre- 
spondence should be addressed to the Secretary, National Joint 
Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Federal Highway 
Administration, Washington, D.C. 20591. 

1970 REVISION 

I n  recognition of the proven international value and need for 
symbols, and to present a nniforni and better understood systein of 
signing, this 1970 revision inclndes a wider use of symbols, both in 
the regulatory and warning series. Color coding is employed more 
extensively in signs, and to define direction of travel by pavement 
markings. This Manual dso inclndes, for the first time, a complete 
and separate part covering traffic controls for school areas (Part 
VII) .  Standards for traffic signals (Part IV)  also have been np- 
dated. Civil Defense Signing, Part VI, in the previous edition, is 
now included in Part 11, Signs. Definitions applicable to this 
M a n ~ ~ a l  are presented in Part VIII. 

Highway authorities should provide a reasonable time period for 
changing existing installations to conform to this Manual. While \ 

installations should, for ecoizoiny, be updated at  the end of normal 
service life, public safety may soinetiines dictate ail earlier replace- 
ment. For example, the revised systein of pavement inarkiags shonld 
desirably be made dnring a relatively short period of time in each 
State and this coordinated on a regional basis. It is also recognized 
that motorists m ~ ~ s t  be adequately informed a;bont the new marking 
systeni before it is impleinentecl. 

It is expected that the iinpleinentation of this I \ lan~~al  on the 
Federal-aid highway systems, will be governed. by federal directives. 
Because of the inlportance of uniforin control device application on 
all roads and streets, local jnrisdictions are enconraged to follow, 
as closely as possible, future implemeitatio scheclules issued for 
State or Federal highway systems. 


